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Minutes of the Coughton Parish Council Annual Meeting
Date and time: Tuesday 8th July 2025 at 6.30 pm
Place: Coughton C of E Primary School 

In attendance 
Cllr Piddington
Cllr Lewington – Vice Chair
Cllr Stanton -  – Chair
Cllr Hawthorne
District Councillor Susan Juned
1 member of the public

1. WELCOME & APOLOGIES									
   Apologies were received from Cllr Carter due to prior commitments. The apologies were accepted.	        										A                  

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST								I
None declared											   

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION									A
None reported.

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES									A
The minutes of the annual meeting held on 19th May 2025 were approved.
Proposed by Cllr Stanton
Seconded by Cllr Piddington 


5 PREVIOUS ACTION POINTS
	2022/23
	SA Whittaker
	Replacement of parking signs in Coughton lane- Agreed that Clerk should 
source quotes from alternative companies. Signs to go was recommended by a                                  local resident.- Ongoing CLERK to arrange 

	2025/2026
	SA Whittaker 
	Clerk to purchase new noticeboards for parish council
Clerk sent options to councillors for confirmation. RESOLVED.

	2025/2026
	SA Whittaker
	To arrange a meeting with NT. This has taken place in February but there were still 
some unanswered queries. Cllr Lewington to chase and copy in CEO.

	2025/2026
	SA  Whittaker/
Councillors
	Council to purchase litter picking equipment
Pickers, hoops and bags  x 6 Clerk to order.


	2025 
	Cllr Lewington/
S. Whittaker 
	Business Continuity Plan. Clerk to find similar templates and liaise with the
chair about producing a plan for the council.




6  ACTION TRACKER									
It was agreed to only put on the actions of the last meeting on previous action points on agendas with everything else to go on action tracker.7							A       


        7  VILLAGE REPORTS  
i. Highways/Flooding
Cllr  Stanton reported that highways  had been investigating several roads in the village including the A435, Coughton Field Lane and Coughton Lane. Rubble and bricks had been piled up by the memorial on the A435 and thanks was passed onto local resident Pete for clearing the debris. All drains had been jetted and cameras had checked the entire system. The affected roads will be resurfaced. 
The leak by the Throckmorton was investigated and found to be a mains issue. Cllr Stanton is constantly in touch with Severn Trent regarding the issue. Concerns were raised about how long it will take for Severn Trent to complete the work which in turn will delay the resurfacing. There were concerns from the chair that the later it is left in the financial year the more likely it is for the District Council to run out of money. A member of the pubic had spoken to officers who were looking at the possibility of an inspection chamber by the telephone box. Cllr Stanton to confirm 

ii. Environment 
iii. Cllr  Hawthorne reported that a community walk is scheduled to take place on 16th August 2025 and a poster has been created to advertise the event. There is a cut off about halfway to allow for shorter walks for those who would prefer. Cllr Hawthorne will assess the interest in the walk and may then plan more. Litter picking equipment is due to be purchased for the environment group.
iv. Community 
 A meeting had taken place for the community group. The Chair requested that the Clerk get in touch with Stagecoach about damage to the bus stop by the telephone box. The adoption of the telephone box was underway with BT. Both the Throckmorton and Coughton Court had offered to host a book club for the parish. Discussion took place about the possibility of forming a neighbourhood watch. At present there was a community whats app group, which had now been changed to Coughton Neighbourhood Alerts and all residents in the village were encouraged to join. It was queried if the village could create their own neighbourhood alert stickers. The use of mobile phones in emergencies using ICE was publicised in the whats app group. A local history project is being ran by Matt and Geoff to interview some local residents regarding their history of living in Coughton. Magnus Throckmorton-Birch is very keen to build community links in the village and to reinstate the summer fete, hog roast etc. Coughton Court will be run independently from February. The community choir held their recent songs from the musical performance at Kings Coughton Hotel. It was very well received by all guests and noted as the best yet. £1000 was raised, which will be gifted to the Mytton Hospice. There was some discussion whether some funds should be held by the community group for projects such as the chapel restoration but it was agreed that this should be discussed with the entire choir.

Coughton C of E Primary School
 Mr  Kolb sent a verbal report in his absence. The summer field will take place on the 10th July 6-8pm. Mr Kolb had arranged parking on the field to try and alleviate parking issues.											I/D

8 COUNCIL MATTERS									
To agree 2026 meeting dates

The dates agreed were 
22nd September 2025
25th November 2025
26th January 2026
23rd March 2026
18th May 2026 (assembly and annual meeting)						A

9 FINANCIAL MATTERS
EMAILED
RFO Report 						DOCUMENT 1			I/A
Coughton Accounts 					DOCUMENT 2                             I/A				

	Inv. No.
	Payee
	Details
	TOTAL

	13
	Direct Debit (GOCARDLESS)
	HUGOFOXLTD-8GSF7S6
	11.99

	14
	B/P to: CTKT Ltd
	APRIL MOW COUGHTON
	165

	15
	B/P to: L Stanton
	CLLR INK 
	82.98

	16
	B/P to: Lydia Cox Auditor
	COUGHTON PC 
	250

	17
	Service Charge
	MONTHLY SERVICE CHARGE
	6

	18
	B/P to: SDC
	BIN EMPTYING
	513

	19
	B/P to: L Stanton
	CPC PAPER
	24.92

	20
	B/P to: C. Lewington 
	MEETING REFRESH
	47.15

	21
	B/P to: S A WHITTAKER 
	MAY SALARY
	241.19

	22
	B/P to: S A WHITTAKER 
	APRIL/MAYEXPENSES
	109.5

	23
	B/P to: L Stanton
	CPC NEWSLETTER
	32.17

	24
	B/P to: CTKT Ltd
	COUGHTON PC 3837
	110

	25
	Direct Debit (GOCARDLESS)
	HUGOFOXLTD-8GSF7S6
	11.99

	 
	 
	Total
	1605.89



All payments were accepted
Proposed Cllr Stanton 
Seconded Cllr Piddington                                                                             				A



10 FINANCIAL REPORT PRESENTATION

The Chair requested that colour coded boxes are used.  It was also asked if the clerk could add CIL funds income along with the precept. It was highlighted that finance was now all councillors' responsibility.

11 PLANNING
None to report									 	I

12 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR JUNED
Cllr Juned gave an update on devolution plans now that the cabinet had now come to its preferred position of there being a north and south unitary council due to the differing demographics and make up. Combined authority Mayor stated that the new unitary council would not be able to join the West Midlands Combined Authority as it was already too large. It was believed that there would be links with Worcestershire and Herefordshire rather than Staffordshire, Lincolnshire etc. The report must be submitted by the 28th November. Central government will then review it and we will await the outcome. Monday at full council will see a large debate around topics such as adult social care and children's services. There is some smaller unitary councils managing social services and links may be made with these to view best practice. 

 Cllr Juned has made representations to the government about flood alleviation. The 2010 act would have made councils more responsible for flood alleviation, particularly for new build areas and how these are managed by private companies. 
The council had recently adopted a playing pitch strategy for all residents in all areas to allow adults and children to be more active. CIL finds  and section 106 funds could be used to support this. Fuel poverty is currently 16.5% which is often more prevalent in rural areas due to old boilers and inadequate insulation. Upgrade grants are available and has been updated to a Warm Homes Grant. Funding has been reduced and will be topped up by the district council funds. Housing association homes can be upgraded when not fit for purpose. There is now a 
banking hub at the Grieg centre as there is no bank in Alcester so all banks will be available on separate days but it is only a temporary fix. In Alcester the dementia day care centre has been granted the use of the caretaker’s house at Greig house to provide respite care for those suffering from dementia.									I
							
13 REPORT FROM NEW COUNTY COUNCILLOR LUKE COOPER		
No apologies or report were received. Clerk to write to councillor Cooper regarding no        attendance at recent meetings. 							              		           

14 COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS and ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA				Cllr Lewington proposed that the parish council should adopt the respect and civilty pledge. It     was agreed that this should be placed on the next agenda. 		                D/A		

15 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· 22nd September 2025 at 6:30pm	 Clerk to change dates on website. 
											    A
The meeting closed at 7:31pm. 

Sarah Whittaker Parish Clerk
coughtonclerk@gmail.com
www.coughtonparishcouncil.co.uk
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