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Minutes of the Coughton Parish Council Ordinary Meeting
Date and time: Monday 19h May 2025 at 6.00 pm
Place: Coughton C of E Primary School 

In attendance 
Cllr Piddington – Chair
Cllr Lewington – Vice Chair
Cllr Carter – 
Cllr Stanton
Cllr Hawthorne
District Councillor Susan Juned
Alex Kolb – Headteacher Coughton C of E
11 members of the public

1. WELCOME & APOLOGIES
None received                                                                                                                                   I

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None declared										   I

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The overhanging tree at the Throckmorton is now resulting in pedestrians needing to walk in the road to pass, causing danger. Cllr Lewington requested that the clerk send a letter to the Throckmorton requesting they cut back the tree and to include size of hedges recommendations that were included in the recent newsletter by Cllr Stanton.                              		A
There were some incidents of parking on zigzag lines outside of the school. Alex Kolb, headteacher confirmed that he believed that it was an opposition school parked on the zig zags from a football match this afternoon, which he was not aware of. Cllr Stanton asked if the parish council could be made aware of sporting fixtures and events where parking may be impacted.  When there were traffic lights in force on the A435, lorries were cutting round the lane. It was asked if it’s possible to have any additional signage, such as access only or narrow lane, not suitable for heavy vehicles. Contact Highways for information.  It was highlighted that it appeared there was deer shooting equipment installed at Coughton near Collets farm (back of) Mr Kolb highlighted that there was shooting in the field behind the school resulting in children needing to be brought back into school.

                            Action points: Clerk to write letter to Throckmorton regarding overhanging branches
Mr Kolb to inform parish council of activities at the school that may increase parking issues.
Clerk to contact highways to request signage preventing large lorries using Coughton Lane as diversion route.




4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the annual meeting held on 18th March 2024 and the ordinary meeting held on Monday 25th March 2025 were approved. 
Proposed by Cllr Hawthorne
Seconded by Cllr Carter.                                A
At this point in the meeting Cllr Piddington declared that he would be standing down as Chairman for various reasons including health issues. He went on to outline how enjoyable it had been to Chair the parish council through both happy and challenging times.       	       

5. ELECTION OF CHAIR
Cllr Piddington nominated Cllr Lewington as Chair which was seconded by Cllr Stanton all councillors were in agreement. 								        A	

6. DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE 
The new Chair duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance. Cllr Lewington as the new chair thanked Cllr Piddington for his endless support in keeping the parish council going and all his hard work in recent years.		
							     					      I /A
At this point, Cllr Lewington resumed the role of Chair of the meeting

7. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR
Cllr Piddignton nominated Cllr Stanton to be elected as Vice-Chair, seconded by Cllr Lewington, all councillors in agreement.																					A

8. DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE
The Vice-Chair duly signed the declaration of acceptance.					A

9. AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY
Risk Assessments – Cllr Lewington 
Planning –ALL COUNCILLORS
Defibrillator – Cllr Piddington/Cllr Stanton
Employment/HR – Cllr Stanton/Cllr Lewington
Communications – Cllr Stanton
Highways/Flooding – Cllr Stanton
Community Group – Cllr Lewington
Finance – All Councillors
Environment Group (incorporating Trees and Ford group)– Cllr Hawthorn

      
10. FINANCIAL MATTERS	
EMAILED								   
i. RFO Report							DOCUMENT 1

	Invoice No
	Payee 
	Details 
	Amount

	1
	B/P to: S A WHITTAKER 
	MARCH SALARY
	241.19

	2
	B/P to: S A WHITTAKER 
	FEB/MARCH EXPENSES
	55.5

	3
	B/P to: HMRC Cumbernauld
	120PF02042518 
	60.2

	4
	B/P to: WALC
	COUGHTON PC
	150.6

	5
	B/P to: CTKT Ltd
	COUGHTON PC MARCH
	55

	6
	B/P to: L Stanton
	CPC NEWSLETTER APR
	32.17

	7
	Direct Debit (ICO)
	ZA333398
	47

	8
	Direct Debit (GOCARDLESS)
	HUGOFOXLTD-8GSF7S6
	11.99

	9
	Service Charge
	 
	6

	10
	B/P to: HMRC Cumbernauld
	120PF02042518 
	60.2

	11
	B/P to: WALC
	COUGHTON PC INV 83
	30

	12
	B/P to: S A WHITTAKER 
	APRIL SALARY
	241.19

	 
	 
	Total
	991.04




ii. Asset Register							DOCUMENT 2
The Chair asked if the council noticeboards can be repurchased and remove old ones from asset register. Agreed by Clerk. 								D/A
iii. End of Year accounts and bank reconciliation 					DOCUMENT 3

					Proposed Cllr Stanton              A
					Seconded by Cllr Piddington
	
	

	
	

	Bank Reconciliation 2024 -2025
	

	
	

	Opening Bank Balance 01/04/24
	3,325.82

	 
	 

	  Plus Receipts
	9623.27

	 
	 

	Less Payments
	8,180.80 

	 
	 

	TOTAL
	4,768.29

	 
	 

	Plus uncleared payments:
	0.00

	 
	 

	Closing Bank Balance as at on bank Statement
	4,768.28

	Difference
	0.01

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


iv. To approve the 2024/2025 AGAR							DOCUMENT 4
Cllr Lewington highlighted some  change that should take  place as recommended in the recent internal audit report. These were:
Change accounts to pdf document.
Create a business continuity plan should the clerk not be available, Clerk to investigate 
The 2024/2025 AGR was approved.
				Proposed by Cllr Stanton 		D/A
				Seconded by Cllr Piddington.




v. To approve the mowing contract for 2025/2026 of £990 for 18 cuts 	             DOCUMENT 5
It was agreed to accept the quote for the forthcoming year and increase the cost centre in the annual budget to £990.
				Proposed by Cllr Stanton                          A
				Seconded by Cllr Piddington 

11. PREVIOUS ACTION POINTS
	AP2 May
	SA Whittaker
	Clerk to enquire if a further inspection by structural engineers or monitoring can take
 place on the foot bridge over the ford. Clerk requested new inspections with
 councillor and local resident, awaiting date. Two vehicles had crashed into the 
bridge in recent months and there were now concerns whether this had further 
deteriorated the safety of the bridge.
Photo evidence available Clerk to contact the council again ONGOING 
The District Council confirmed that engineers had assessed the bridge and                                    deemed it safe. The District Council confirmed there would be planned                      maintenance works if budget allows.
Cllr Lewington requested that the clerk confirm when the work is likely
to take place and when a decision will be made if there are suitable funds available.                                    
Contractors have confirmed the work is going ahead this financial year and will 
inform the parish council  when the work will take place as there is likely to be two
week closure of the bridge.
ONGOING

	2022/23
	SA Whittaker
	Replacement of parking signs in Coughton lane- Agreed that Clerk should 
source quotes from alternative companies. Signs to go was recommended by a                                  local resident.- Ongoing CLERK to arrange.  To be arranged as a matter of urgency

	2025
	SA Whittaker
	To arrange a meeting with NT. This has taken place in February but there were still 
some unanswered queries. Cllr Lewington to chase and copy in CEO.

	2025
	SA Whittaker
	Update website – Councillors to confirm what changes are required. RESOLVED.

	2025
	Cllr Lewington 
	Update on speeding – Included in report.



12. VILLAGE REPORTS
i. Flood Group – 
The drains on Coughton Lane, Samboure Lane and A435 had been jetted and checked with cameras. All the drains on A435 and Sambourne Lane had been pressure-washed. They are looking into a leak at the top of the road, at present they are unsure if it is a highways  or a Severn Trent issue. The A435 is due to be resurfaced from Tues 1st – 7th July with evening works taking place disrupting properties on the road. Cllr Stanton raised concerns that any layers taken off may affect the flooding mitigation that had been put in place. Cllr Stanton will take measurements of the road at present and ensure the new road is no higher. The manholes at Throckmorton had been but those by Sambourne Lane are still due to be reset. The road had been resurfaced on the other side of the Ford as there were a large number of potholes. 				I

ii. Community Group – A new group had been formed, with a merge of other group there was a very successful VE day celebration in the village. Coughton Choir will be performing on 5th July at XXXX? The parish council is still keen to reduce the overall speed but is taking a bite-sized, small-step approach.                                                      I
iii. 
Environment Group –  Cllr Hawthorne reported that there has been interest in people adopting different areas of the village for roadside litter picking. It was queried if the parish council could an we purchase equipment for volunteers, which was agreed. Items such as gloves, hoops and litter picks could be purchased Cllr Juned offered to send details about where Tidy Alcester get their equipment from (Helping Hands.)             I
iv. Coughton C of E Primary School – The school have completed 3 litter picks in the village and at the Ford.  The parish council offered to arrange another litter picking event with the school. Year 6 have completed their SATS last week and plans were now underway for their transition to senior school and new pupils starting in September.                   I

13. PLANNING
Application(s) reference: 25/00683/FUL
Proposed : Partial garage conversion to domestic gym, first floor single storey extension,
additional glazing to front and rear elevations. Gate posts and sliding gate to existing drive entrance
At : Knockmore House, Sambourne Lane, Coughton, Alcester B49 5HS
NO OBJECTIONS										I

14. COUNCIL INSURANCE 
It was agreed to approve the insurance renewal for 2025/2026 at a cost of £365.57
Proposed Cllr Piddington
Seconded Cllr Hawthorne 		A

15. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR JUNED

It has been another busy year throughout the District, with key feature being the Devolution and Local Government Review. On 16 December 2024, the government published the ‘English Devolution White Paper’ identifying the government's intended approach to the devolution of powers from Westminster to more local Strategic Authorities. The White Paper was clear that to achieve government objectives this will also require Local Government Review. This review would result in the abolition of the remaining two-tier local government (County and District) across the country and establishing unitary government in their place (plus parish and town councils in our area). The public consultation for the South Warwickshire Local Plan opened on 10 January. We replied to the consultation and provided our response to all parish councils within the ward. On Thursday 30 January the District Council launched the Parish Forum, chaired by Natalie who is the Portfolio Holder for Law & Governance. The meeting was held on Teams and sixty-six Town and Parish Chairs and Clerks attended from across the District to discuss Devolution and Local Government Review, the newly created Parish Liaison Officer role at the District Council and the South Warwickshire Local Plan. The next meeting is on Thursday 26 June. The Community Climate Change Fund – Phase 2 opens following the success of Phase 1 of the Community Climate Change with £55,863 available for green projects.
Council Tax
Stratford-on-Avon District Councillors set the District element of the Council Tax. The amount
residents will be asked to pay for a Band D property is £169.12, an increase of £5. This is an increase of 3.1%, which for an average home represents just an additional 42p per month to the District Council next year. This means that all the services provided by the District Council cost £3.25 a week for a Band D household. This contributes to meeting the cost of providing a wide range of services including recycling and waste collection, planning, street cleaning, housing, administering housing benefits , leisure services and children’s play areas. Stratford-on-Avon remains a low-taxing authority, 18th lowest out of 164 district councils across the country in 2024/25. Anyone who thinks they could be struggling to pay their Council Tax is encouraged to contact the District Council as soon as possible by calling 01789 260990 or email revenues@stratford-dc.gov.uk, where the team will be able to advise what help is available.   
                   I

16. REPORT FROM NEW COUNTY COUNCILLOR LUKE COOPER
Invite sent to Stratford Reform but no response at present. 				     I

17. COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS and ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA
It was agreed that formation of an Action plan for 25/26 with key actions and diary dates for councillors for key dates i.e purchasing Christmas tree in October etc should be added to the July calendar.											D/A

18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· 14th July 2025 at 6:30pm								    A

Sarah Whittaker Parish Clerk
coughtonclerk@gmail.com
www.coughtonparishcouncil.co.uk
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