


                                                                                                               
Minutes
Ordinary Meeting
of Coughton Parish Council
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Date and time:   	Monday 28th March 2022 at 6.00pm 
Place:		Coughton C of E Primary School 

Present: Cllr L Stanton, Cllr L. Carter, Cllr L. Lewington

In attendance: Sarah Whittaker (Parish Clerk) and CC Councillor Justin Kerridge, District Councillor Gill Foreman and Mr Kolb, Headteacher

 5 MOPS

 MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND  

1. WELCOME and APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from The Chairman due to a recent operation.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None were received

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES				      		     						DOCUMENT 1
The minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on Monday 9th February 2022 were 
confirmed and signed

Proposed Cllr Lewington			Seconded Cllr Carter 	            All in favour

4. VILLAGE REPORTS
i. Flood Group 
There was a serious flooding issue on the A435 towards Alcester. There had been a meeting arrange with Coughton Court regarding flooding, but a date was still to be confirmed. In the recent newsletter there was a request for villagers to check the tops of drains near their properties during inclement weather to prevent flooding further down on the Birmingham Road. A MOP queried whether a culvert was planned at Coughton Lane in the log area that floods. This had been pursued previously by the parish council, but no response had been received AP1/March Clerk to chase response.
ii. Community Group
Cllr Lewington reported on activity in the village. It had been suggested using some Community Funds to supply 2 seats at the Ford. It had been suggested that rather than use logs using reclaimed bricks to prevent any loss or movement and to be in keeping with the village. It was suggested that there was already a small amount of tarmac in place, which may be a suitable area. 
There were Platinum Jubilee party plans in place for the 5th June 2022. There was a possibility of a road closure for Coughton Lane for a short period. It was felt it would be nice to involve children in the village and the parish council are keen to gain local support. 
Cllr Lewington reported that the Coughton Choir was now well established and looking to hold a concert in aid of Ukraine in the near future. 
The Coughton Village Fete at Coughton Court will take place on 9th July 2022 and volunteers were required.
iii. Ford
Still no Ford Group set up. Since Olly Stiley resigned there hasn’t been a parish councillor involved or a ford group in place. A MOP asked what was involved. It was confirmed that duties such as clearing debris, litter, reporting issues and diseased trees, helping to keep it as pristine as possible. The requirements would be to give a quarterly report of what is happening and report issues to the parish council. Cllr Carter emphasised the need to keep the area as natural as possible. 
The Clerk had received confirmation from Warwickshire County Council that the repairs to the bridge, had taken place in December. It was queried whether this was sufficient to make it safe. AP2/March - Requested the Clerk confirm what repairs had taken place with WCC.
iv. Village Issues
The fallen tree at the rear of a property on Sambourne Lane. Had been investigated by Cllr Carter following a complaint received from a MOP. Cllr Carter had put the issues into writing. A MOP had complained about the tree which was near their garden. Cllr Stanton had offered to take pictures of the tree and confirm a What Three Words location to ensure accurate reporting to the relevant County Council department. Cllr Carter indicated that the stile and the gate at either end of the pathway were also extremely dangerous.
Defibrillator – This had now been checked and all new details were passed onto the Parish Councillors. Cllr Stanton had kindly arranged replacement pads and batteries which would be installed this week.

v. Coughton C of E Primary School 
Mr Kolb reported that there were currently 28 cases of Covid at school, a huge increase on recent months. Mr Kolb has had to teach lessons to ease staffing issues through staff isolating. Covid was still having a huge impact in school. The new classroom is now in place ready for the children move into. Cllr Lewington asked if there are set rules in place for isolating. Current guidance from the school requests children to isolate but government rules state that children can attend which causes an increase in cases. A MOP asked if there was funding available from the parish council to supply lateral flow tests to the school. AP3/March – Clerk to check if lateral flows can be provided by the council. 
Cllr Lewington reported continuing issues with one particular vehicle that continues to park unsafely which poses a risk to both children and other drivers.  Mr Kolb, Headteacher advised the parish councillors to report the parking to the local police team, particularly if there is evidence of parking on double yellow lines. 

5. OPEN FORUM
A MOP reported that there were villagers getting together to try and source the best price for mass gas and electric prices, it was found that this can often result in more expensive prices because of the increased price of green energy. Cllr Carter had experienced some success with a similar scheme but it was only until the 1st April 22. AP4/March - Clerk to identify who at WCC would be able to give information on this and report back at the next meeting.
6. 	FINANCIAL MATTERS
i. RFO Report	
Proposed by Cllr Stanton 				Seconded by Cllr Lewington 			All in favour							DOCUMENT 2 
ii. To agree the reimbursement of ink cartridges for Cllr Stanton for the printing of council documents. 
Proposed by Cllr Lewington 				Seconded by Cllr Carter  

7.      PREVIOUS ACTION POINTS
AP1 Jul	SW Bridge at the Ford – ONGOING. Clerk chased update, still no confirmed date. Schedule to contact Richard Roberts at SDC regarding the bridge repair before the May meeting so it can be scheduled for the forthcoming financial year – Work was completed in December but the Parish Council weren’t informed. RESOLVED Further report required. 
AP2 Jan 	Clerk to report to highways the damage to flora and fauna on Sambourne Lane – Reported to Highways and the case is being reviewed by Dylan Williams at WCC.ONGOING
AP3 Jan	A member of the public reported a fallen tree on pathway to rear of properties in Sambourne Lane. Cllr Lewington agreed to pass on the address to Clerk. Clerk awaiting address details ONGOING
AP4 Jan 	Clerk to write requesting details of the development and concerns around the visual appearance of the land and the danger the burnt out barns present at the Rickyard – Clerk requested an update from National trust. Response was forwarded to all councillors. RESOLVED. Keep as an agenda item to ensure that the work takes place within 2022 calendar year. 


8.    GENERAL 
	
i. Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations.
It was proposed to hold an event on 5th June with a proposed road closure at the bottom of Coughton Lane, alternatively a resident has offered the use of a large garden. Coughton Choir are to perform, public to bring a picnic.
ii	 Queens Jubilee Canopy  
	To consider commemorative tree planting at the Ford, further investigation needed as 
            to location and tree type. A MOP recommended the planting of a walnut tree. It was 
            also suggested that the location should be at the top of Coughton Lane by the log seat.

iii	 Christmas Tree & lights for 2022
To consider Cllr Stanton’s recommendations for the purchase of solar lights.   When the Christmas tree lights were removed as they were not working well. It was agreed solar lights should be purchased for Christmas 2022. It was queried whether a Christmas Tree could be planted but because of the historic nature of the land, permission would not be granted. 

	Proposed by Cllr C. Lewington		Seconded by Cllr L. Carter




iv           Future meeting dates
	  Proposed meeting dates are:
· 23rd May 2022
· 25th July 2022
· 26th September 2022	
· 28th November 2022
· 23rd January 2023
· 27th March 2023

All in agreement

Proposed L.S 	seconded C.L
9.	PLANNING
        To discuss planning notifications:
            22/00267/FUL – Coughton Lane, erection of a steel portal frame general purpose agricultural building
                                      with associated hard standing and access track

[bookmark: _Hlk99472022]Cllr Lewington outlined the proposed structure and proposed to formally object, not due to the structure itself but the placement of the structure which is extremely close to current dwellings and Coughton Lane itself, it would cause an eyesore in the village. It would need to be sited further down the hill in the field, so as not to cause obstruction to local dwellings. It was believed that the land was Green Belt (not confirmed). It was highlighted that the proposed structure would cause and increase in traffic for access from Coughton Lane
A MOP queried the set aside around the fields for wildlife and what the rules currently were, as this had not taken placed this year. AP5/March – Clerk to query the rule on set aside in fields. Cllr Lewington proposed a formal objection from the parish council to the planning notification.
            Proposed Cllr Lewington					Seconded Cllr Stanton						All in favour

        AP6/March - Agreed that the Clerk would place a formal objection on behalf of the council.
            
/LBP
10. CC KERRIDGE
County Councillor Kerridge reported an increase of 4x4 vehicles causing disruption on Stoke Lane, Old Warwick Road. Coughton Fields Lane and Spernal Lane. again. Police are looking into this. It is a slow process, but it is under investigation.
	

11.	DC FORMAN
The budget for  22/23 went to full council on 21st February and was approved. There would be an increase for Band D property £154.12 5.3% one of the lowest in the country. All council in band A-C would receive a grant which had fallen to district councils to distribute. Those paying by DD will get the grant paid directly back into their bank, but those who don’t pay by DD, it may take longer to receive £150 rebate. Scam circulating from 020 claiming to be from Stratford DC asking for bank details for payment. THIS IS A confirmed scam. Post in Newsletter regarding the scam and encourage residents to pay CT by direct debit.
            123 waste collection.
            Weekly food  waste – food caddy delivered April/May
            Fortnightly recycling
            Every 3 weeks normal grey bin
            Green waste increased to £42. 
                       
                     Still a lot of work around the merger of SDC and WCC, still awaiting confirmation from 
                     secretary of state. 
	
			 
12. COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS and ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

13.      DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· 23rd May 2022 6.30pm - Ordinary meeting.
· 
Meeting closed at 7:00pm
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