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Ordinary Meeting 
of Coughton Parish Council



Date and time:   	Monday 20th May 2024
Place:		Coughton C of E Primary 

 Present Cllr Piddington, Cllr Carter, Cllr Lewington, Cllr Stanton, Mr Kolb (Headteacher) and three members of the public

       311/24   WELCOME & APOLOGIES
       Apologies were received from Cllr Jim Hawthorne and District Councillor Susan Juned due to prior              commitments and County Councillor Justn Kerridge due to another meeting. 
312/24 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None were received. 

313/24 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A member of the public queried the works currently taking place at Coughton Woods, with ditches either side, a building far end, road being built through and tree removals. Cllr Lewington advised that the Heart of England Forestry did apply for planning permission for a training centre for the forest. AP1/May Clerk to check planning from Heart of England Forestry and Cllr Lewington to go and view the area. 
It was highlighted that Coughton Field Farm owned by Heart of England Forestry have applied through the borough of Sambourne which was queried. It was believed by the parish council to be an error as the building definitely resides in the Coughton area. The plans are for a large-scale demolition and several new buildings. 
A Coughton Ford bridge inspection was queried with the last one taking place last year and was deemed safe. It was felt by the members of the public that there had been further movement from the bridge in recent months. A local resident who had spotted the recent movement was also happy to attend when the engineer visited.  AP2/May – Clerk to enquire if a further inspection by structural engineers or monitoring can take place. 
It was also queried if an out of reach sign could be located at The Ford to try and limit the amount of fly-tipping that takes place. The council would investigate vandal proof signage. It was suggested that the council contact the rural crime division of the local police to patrol The Ford during the busy summer months to prevent further anti-social behaviour. 

Cllr Lewington thanked resident Adrian and colleagues for positioning the bench at The Ford. 

Mr Kolb reported that he had spoken to local neighbours for a perimeter fence for the school for safeguarding which will be slightly higher than the current fence. There will be CCTV and an electric gate at the front. Cllr Lewington queried if the fence would impact on adjacent properties. Mr Kolb had spoken to almost all affected residents and confirmed that there was no planning permission required and was on the recommendation of the local police force.

314/24 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
To approve the minutes of the annual meeting held on 18th March 2024. Proposed by Cllr Stanton, seconded by Cllr Carter. 	

315/24 FINANCIAL MATTERS	
EMAILED								   
i. The RFO Report and end of year accounts for 2023/2024 were discussed Cllr Lewington queried the amount of expenditure from the council and whether there were sufficient funds going forward. The clerk confirmed that the precept had increased by 29% this year and would need to be carefully monitored as previously highlighted in mid-year and end of year budget reviews. The accounts were proposed by Cllr Lewington and seconded by Cllr Carter.

						DOCUMENT 1
	Inv. No.
	Payee
	Details
	TOTAL

	1
	S. A Whittaker 
	Clerks Expenses Jan/Feb
	51.5

	2
	S. A Whittaker 
	Clerks Salary March
	241.19

	3
	S. A Whittaker 
	Clerks Tax
	60.2

	4
	Coughton CofE Primary 
	Hall Hire 2023/2024
	300

	5
	J. Piddington 
	Assembly Items
	43.15

	6
	l. Stanton
	CPC Flyers
	20

	7
	l. Stanton
	CPC Newsletter
	29.17

	8
	l. Stanton
	Ink Cartridges
	73.13

	9
	DM Payroll
	Half Yearly Payroll Servicecs
	60

	10
	l. Stanton
	Litter Pickers
	27.96

	11
	ICO 
	Information Commissioners Cert
	35

	12
	Hugo Fox
	Monthly Website Fee
	11.99

	 
	 
	TOTAL
	953.29




ii. To approve renewal of the insurance renewal at a cost of £254.93 an increase of £53. Proposed by Cllr Stanton and seconded by Cllr Lewington. 
iii. To approve the asset register for 2024/2025. Proposed by Cllr Stanton and Cllr Lewington. 

316/24 PREVIOUS ACTION POINTS
AP5/July Agreed to arrange a multi-agency meeting regarding the speeding particularly by the school on the A435.Cllr Lewington asked if there had been an event at the school as there was a marked increase in cars in the area. Mr Kolb reported that there was a large number of grandparents that attended the school with grandparents attending who weren’t familiar with the area and the parking issues. AP3/May Clerk and Cllr Lewington to coordinate a multi-agency meeting with various agencies about the speeding on the A435 and parking in and around the school. 
AP1 MARCH - Clerk to check if we can claim on insurance for the replacement bin. Agreed to proceed with claiming on the insurance. 

 	317/24 VILLAGE REPORTS
Following on from discussion regarding parking in the school, Cllr Stanton asked if Mr Kolb could report to a councillor when large school events are taking place, in order for the village to be notified via social media, which was agreed. There was some discussion about parking for the school. The school had presented bids to local charities about grant funding for car parks, but had sadly being refused. 

Highways and drains – Cllr Stanton had been constantly in touch with Highways, Flood department, Susan Juned, Justin Kerridge, Severn Trent and Nadhim Zahawi. All of the drains in Coughton Fields Lane, A435 and bottom of Sambourne and Coughton Lanes have now been fully jetted. New drains were installed at the bottom of Sambourne Lane and the Fordrough, an acro drain was also fitted across the Fordrough.  The drains in Coughton Fields Lane have been checked with cameras and they were found to have collapsed, these have now been repaired and 2 new manholes for easy access to the drains have been fitted (awaiting completion). There is now a three-monthly jetting plan for Coughton 
AP4/May - Cllr Lewington asked that the clerk obtain the details for the regional manager for the National Trust as no contact had been received despite several attempts to arrange a meeting regarding the impact of flooding from fields owned by the trust.
Manholes southbound on A435 by Throckmorton and northbound by Sambourne Lane are loose. Cllr Stanton has spoken to highways about the loud drains, due to the fact they are disturbing the villagers at night. Highways have claimed that it is the responsibility of Severn Trent and have passed on the issue to them. Cllr Stanton has also contacted Severn Trent and is awaiting the response. We were also advised to contact the police as it could be a potential for an RTC if the drain became dislodged.

 	318/24 COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS and ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS
· Finding more competitive quote for next year’s insurance
· Sign Man
Meeting closed at 7.22pm 

319/24 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· 3rd June 2024 at 6:30pm

             Sarah Whittaker
Parish Clerk
coughtonclerk@gmail.com
www.coughtonparishcouncil.co.uk
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