


                                                                                                               
Minutes
Ordinary Meeting
of Coughton Parish Council
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Date and time:   	Monday 23rd January 2023 at 6.30pm 
Place:		Coughton C of E Primary School, Coughton Lane 

Present: Cllr R. Piddington, Cllr L. Carter, Cllr Stanton and Cllr Lewington
In attendance: Sarah Whittaker (Parish Clerk) County Councillor Justin Kerridge, District Councillor Gill Forman, Mr Kolb (Headteacher) and two members of the public. 

198/23 WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
No apologies were received. 

199/23 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No declarations of interest were received.

200/23 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
One member of the public queried if there had been any further development at the Stackyard. It was confirmed that there had been no further development, but it was noted that the area was looking tidier in recent weeks. 
No one can walk through the footpath at the back of Knockmore due to overgrown hedges and some flooding which may be due to a pipe issue with one of the properties which was being dealt with by the property owners insurance policy.
Another member of the public queried if there was a defibrillator in the village. Cllr Lewington confirmed the location next to the telephone box on the A435 along with a blood bandage kit. Cllr Lewington explained that there had been recent training and there may be similar training in the future. 
The same member of the public had recently been litter picking in and around the village and was finding that beer cans were repeatedly being left in the same area. It was requested if an item could be put in the newsletter about general litter in the village. Cllr Lewington confirmed that there would be regular community litter picks in the coming months with several volunteers. 
Recent tarmacking on Coughton Lane in the village was not completed to a sufficient standard with items left in bushes and workers defecating in the vicinity. County Councillor Justin Kerridge agreed to feed this back to the county council. Cllr Stanton was in touch with the highways officer at Warwickshire County Council regarding potholes in the village and would also pass on this information. 

201/23 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was proposed by Cllr Stanton and seconded by Cllr Lewington to approve the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on the 28thNovember 2022. The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 		     	     						
202/23 Village Reports 
  	 Flood Group – Still awaiting drains to be jetted but the village is on the list due to the need for traffic lights to be installed for the work. 
 Community Group –  A meeting had taken place before Christmas, the group had purchased the village Christmas tree and lights, which had unfortunately been eaten by sheep and would need replacing. 
The Christmas fete had been a huge success raising £1900, of which one third was to go to funds for the chapel window, one third to the school and one third to the  National Trust. The fete was a great success, but accessibility was an issue due to the fete being held at the front of the Court, this was fed back and will hopefully be dealt with next year. 
Coughton C of E Primary School – A positive start to the new year. A successful church service which was very well attended. There had been ongoing issues with parking and individual parents had been spoken to. The head Mr Kolb had obtained a quote to repair the rotten decking which was passed onto the council.  
Roads and pathways - Cllr Stanton reported that there were further potholes on Coughton Lane which were due for repair, Cllr Stanton was chasing an expected date from highways.

203/23 FINANCIAL MATTERS
								   
i. RFO Report					DOCUMENT 1 
	Inv. No.
	Payee
	Details
	TOTAL

	33
	S Whittaker 
	Oct/Nov Expenses
	63.50

	34
	S.Whittaker 
	Nov Salary
	262.25

	    35
	L. Stanton 
	December Newsletter
	29.50

	36
	HMRC 
	Clerks Tax
	42.20

	37
	S. Whittaker 
	Dec Pay & backpay
	414.48


	38
	S. Whittaker 
	Dec/Jan Expenses 
	55.50

	 
	
	
	867.43



	Date Rec’d
	Receipt No.
	Payee
	Details
	TOTAL

	867.4328/04/22
	1
	SDC
	Precept
	2,575.00

	07/06/22
	2
	SDC 
	CIL Payment 
	335.08

	15/09/22
	3
	SDC
	Precept
	2,575.00

	17/10/2022
	4
	HMRC
	VAT Return 
	69.19

	23/11/22
	5
	SDC
	CIL Payment 
	921.93



ii. Mid-Year Budget Review					DOCUMENT 2
iii. 2023/2024 Budget 					DOCUMENT 3
iv. PRECEPT REQUEST
Following a budget review, it was agreed to request the same precept as the previous year. The Precept would remain the same at £5150 resulting in a cost of £50.94 per household, an increase of 23p and 0.45%.

All were proposed by Cllr Lewington and seconded by Cllr Stanton.

204/23 PLANNING
Coughton Lodge, Birmingham Road, Coughton, B49 5HU APP 22/03432/TREE
Proposed: T1 - Unspecified - 2-3m off 5 lower spur branches with a diameter of about 7cm. 3m off a 10cm diameter spur (this still leave about 3m of branch with spur branches off it for further growth) to reduce branches overhanging drive. APPROVED 4th January 2023.

Coughton Lodge, Birmingham Road, Coughton, Warwickshire B49 
APP 22/03705/LBC
To remove the non-supporting walls making up the en-suites in bedrooms 7,
8, 9 & 10.
No Objection Proposed Cllr Stanton and seconded by Cllr Lewington. 

1 Crown Cottages, Coughton Fields Lane, Coughton, Warwickshire B49 6BU APP 22/03221/LDE
Detached triple garage.
Note sent by Parish Council that the proposed structure should only be used as ancillary to existing house.

Coughton Court, Birmingham Road, Coughton, Warwickshire B49 5JA APP 22/03017/LBC
Reroofing and repairs.
No objection - Proposed Cllr Piddington seconded by Cllr Lewington 

Barn, Coughton Lane, Coughton, Warwickshire B49 5HP APP 22/03670/FUL
Change of use of agricultural land to domestic curtilage
No Objection - Proposed Cllr Stanton and seconded by Cllr Lewington.

DECISIONS
3 Birmingham Road, Coughton, Warwickshire, B49 5HR. APP 22/03455/TREE
Arboricultral works – APPROVED 22nd December 2022

Two further applications had been received since the agenda was sent:
Coughton Lodge, Birmingham Road, Coughton, Alcester B49 5HU APP: 22/03536/LBC
Proposed : Install solar panels to roof facing courtyard. Install inverter and batteries
inside building.
Both Cllr Stanton and Cllr Lewington believed that it may be a grade II listed building and may be bound by National Trust Covenant it was requested that the Clerk conform if permission is required from the National Trust?

23/00134/FUL (Re-submission of application 22/02759/FUL). Proposed: Existing timber garage to be replaced with larger masonry garage.
Cedarwood , Sambourne Lane, Coughton, Warwickshire B49 5HT
Cllr Lewington raised concerns about the garage being substantially bigger than the current footprint of at least 50%, as well as a change from wood to masonry. There were also concerns regarding the large apex of the roof. It was agreed to give other councillors time to review the application and email any observations for the Clerk to collate. 


205/23 COUNTY COUNCILLOR J. KERRIDGE 
The grant for community groups is now open again for the year. There are still warm hub grants available from Warwickshire County Council to tackle heat poverty and isolation.  County Councillor Kerridge reported that Great Alne have submitted a grant to increase the hours and places available for the school wrap around club. 

206/23 DISTRCIT COUNCILLOR G. FORMAN 
[bookmark: _Hlk125455591]District Councillor Forman reported that Stratford District Council are currently reviewing the 23/24 budget. The green bin frequency has been a large cost saving for the council. Stratford DC currently hold reserves of 10 million and will need to use some reserves this forthcoming financial year but cannot allow the reserves to go below 3 million. It was anticipated that council tax rates will increase in line with last year. Elections are due to take place on the 4th May and all voters will need a suitable form of photo ID or can apply for a voters authority certificate if no photo ID is available. The deadline for applications is the 25thApril which can be done on the SDC or government website or in person to the council house. 

207/23 COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS and ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS
None to report

208/23 PARISH EVENT CALENDAR
No events before the March meeting.

209/23 ORDINARY MEETING DATES 2023/2024

Tuesday 28th March 2023
Monday 22nd May 2023 (annual meeting)
Monday 24th July 2023
Monday 25th September 2023
Monday 27th November 2023

210/23 FALLEN TREE AT FORD
The Clerk had received a response from the Environment Agency who had confirmed that they would only take action if there was an immediate flood risk. The Environment agency confirmed it was the responsibility of the riparian landowner. It was suggested that the parish council could contact the forestry commission for advice on ownership. There were fishing rights licenses used in the area of the Ford and further investigation would take place to see who issues them. AP1/Jan Agreed that Cllr Carter would further investigate the fishing rights licence and report back to the council. It was also queried about acquiring more accurate parish boundary maps for Coughton. District Councillor Forman recommended trying democratic services. AP2/Jan – clerk to contact democratic services requesting an up-to-date parish boundary map.

211/23 VILLAGE PARKING ISUSES 
There were issues reported by parking on Sambourne Lane parked the whole day outside the nursery causing obstruction when the farmer or lorries are trying to move large equipment. AP3/JAN – Clerk to write to the nursery requesting use of car park by nursery staff. 


1. 212/23 PREVIOUS ACTION POINTS 
AP1/Nov – Cllr Stanton requested that any events and payments be collated 2 months in advance to allow any payments/actions to be approved at the meeting prior to any events. RESOLVED see item 11.
AP/2 Nov - Cllr Stanton requested that the police names and details are updated on the website by the clerk – RESOLVED now on website.
AP3/Sept – Clerk to investigate prices of display boards and sizes and report back to the council – Clerk to resend options following budget agreement.


213/23 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was proposed by Cllr Stanton and seconded by Cllr Lewington that the next meeting would be Tuesday 28th March 2023.

The meeting was closed at 7:33pm.

Sarah Whittaker
Parish Clerk
coughtonclerk@gmail.com
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