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COUGHTON with SAMBOURNE PARISH NEWS 



RECTOR of ALCESTER MINSTER: Vacancy.    Please contact the Administrator 

              (wef: 19th April 2020)  

Administrator 

Tricia Berry t: 01789 509278  m: 07840 284 294 

(Monday - Friday 10.00 am - 1.30 pm)  

Alcester Minster Office, Church House, 17 Butter Street, Alcester, B49 5AL (opening 

hours 10.30 - 12.30 Monday - Friday) 

administrator@alcesterminster.org 

 

Reader 

Mrs P Newbold   t: 01527 458852   the_newbolds@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

COUGHTON WITH SAMBOURNE CHURCH OFFICERS 

 

PCC Secretary 

Mrs Sue Swinbourne   t: 01527 457357   sueswinbourne@virginmedia.com 

 

Treasurer 

John McTavish, Knockmore, Sambourne Lane, Coughton, Warks B49 5HS 

t: 01789 764703 

 

Coughton Flowers Co-ordinator 

Mrs P Sreeves, 41 Coughton Hill, Coughton, Warks.  B49 5HX 

t: 01789 762378   pmsreeves@aol.com 

Please contact if wishing to make own flower arrangements for baptisms, weddings 

and funerals.  

 

Sambourne Church Booking Agent 

Debbie Lanz, t: 07711 834716    debs.doo@gmail.com 

 

Family and Children Worker 

Beth Clarke  t: 07494 329638   beth.clarke@covLEC.org 

GIFT AID 

Whenever possible, please gift aid any donations made to our churches.  

Charitable causes can reclaim an extra 25p in the £1 from the government on 

donations made under the Gift Aid Scheme.  The giver must have paid a tax 

amount that at least equals the tax being reclaimed on the donation.  Please 

contact the treasurer. 

Whilst the Editor welcomes material for publication in “The Link”, they do 

not guarantee that items submitted will be included or will appear in a 

particular issue.  The Editor reserves the right to edit or shorten items used.  

Publication is in good faith and does not imply accuracy of content or 

agreement with views expressed 

This Parish newsletter is delivered free of charge by volunteers. 

Contributions towards the cost of production are very welcome. 

Items of news for “The Link” by the FOURTEENTH of the month to:  

Gail Smith gaildsmith@aol.com t: 07449 930480 



A Letter from Rev. Adrian Guthrie 

Adrian 

Community without contact and churches without buildings 

Dear friends, 

We are experiencing first-hand things not known for hundreds of 
years in the UK – social distancing even within strong-knit 
communities, and closed church buildings.  But we are not 
experiencing the loss of community or the loss of the Christian faith 
though.  In fact, there have been wonderful examples of kindness, 
concern and assistance being offered locally that reminds us that 
community spirit is not dampened by distance or by adversity, but 
can actually be strengthened as we face a common adversary.  
Many people have seen the parallel between our current situation 
and the second world war years. 

But what of the church?  Can it survive and even flourish without 
its buildings?  I believe it can, and it is.  Firstly, we have to remind 
ourselves that the church came into being before it had buildings to 
meet in.  On 31 May Christians celebrated the day God’s Holy Spirit 
was poured out on all people – Pentecost.  Sometimes this event is 
referred to as the birth of the church.  The church is the name 
given to people who have become God’s children through faith in 
Jesus Christ and in whom the Holy Spirit dwells.  God lives in 
people and not in buildings.  Of course, our church buildings are 
special because they are the places where God’s people have met 
and prayed for many centuries.  However, we don’t need our 
church buildings to worship, pray, exercise faith, glorify God or 
share the good news that anyone can become part of God’s family 
through faith in Jesus and openness to the Holy Spirit. 

I wonder if you have discovered the regular on-line worship we 
have put together each week – it is in the form of a film that you 
can watch anytime by going to www.alcesterminster.org, and it 
comprises contributions from different people recorded from their 
homes.  Almost 2000 years ago, the church met in homes, so 
worshipping at home is not new, although worshipping in isolation 
of other church members is.  That bit is not ideal, but the Spirit of 
the church, God himself, continues to unite us and strengthen us, 
and help us to re-discover the foundations of our faith – prayer, 
openness to God’s Spirit and walking each day with Jesus Christ.  
Did you know that more people are taking part in weekly prayer for 
Coughton and Sambourne during, than before lockdown?  
Nationally, more people appear to be ‘attending’ weekly online 
worship than attended church buildings before lockdown. 

By the time we publish this edition of The Link, lockdown 
restrictions may have been lifted further, and the re-opening of our 
buildings might be closer on the horizon, but in the meantime, the 
Spirit of the church is still active and God’s family are flourishing, 
just as community spirit is active and flourishing during lockdown.  

With prayers, 

about:blank


Did you know that you can now 'LIKE' Alcester Minster on facebook? 

Find details and pictures of events at  

www.facebook.com/AlcesterMinster  

Alcester Minster Church Services – June 2020 

 MINSTER EVENTS 

For the most up-to-date information on Minster Events please see the website 

calendar on the noticeboard page on the website – www.alcesterminster.org or 

Covid—19 Coronavirus 

As requested by Health England and on recommendations by the UK 

Government, all our Church Services are cancelled until further notice.  if you 

are anxious about anything or simply want to have a chat, or would like one 

of our Ministry Leadership team to pray with you please do not hesitate to call 

anyone on the following list: 

Adrian Guthrie – 01789 764261 

Sue Henwood – 01789 488344 

Julian Davey – 01789 764640 

Pat Newbold – 01527 458852 

Gill Laughlin – 01789 778539 

 The BBC has launched a virtual church service on Sundays amid the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

The virtual church service will take place on Sunday mornings across local 

radio in England, initially led by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 

Welby. 

The BBC will also aim to broadcast a weekly Sunday morning church 

service on BBC One, but this will be subject to outside broadcast capacity. 

http://www.facebook.com/AlcesterMinster


Junior Link  







While our lives have changed beyond all recognition during these 
extraordinary times, the rest of the natural world has continued as normal. 
Our horizons have been limited by restrictions in movement, but there has 
been much to see and hear locally with the move into springtime. 

12th March As we walked along Middletown Lane, we could hear a Skylark 
singing above an adjacent field. 

14th March Phil reported having seen 5 Roe Deer off Middletown Lane. 

15th March Our neighbour Ann saw a Barn Owl in flight and a Little Owl in 
the road at Hangings Well this evening. 

17th March On an afternoon walk along Wike Lane we stopped to listen to 
the song of our first Chiffchaff of the spring, then watched a Treecreeper 
working its way up a tree trunk. A Fox crossed the lane a little ahead of us 
and disappeared in the woods. 

18th March Phil noticed two Red-legged Partridges in his Middletown Lane 
garden. 

19th March As we returned home from Hillers Farm Shop we saw a Red 
Kite overhead at Cookhill. Several Greenfinches visited our garden feeders. 

21st March A Comma butterfly was visiting flowers in our garden. Many 
bees were visiting a patch of anemones. 

22nd March A Heron was looking for food in the field behind us.   

23rd March We spotted our first Brimstone butterfly in the centre of the 
village. 

24th March Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell butterflies were in the garden 
today. 

25th March A cock Pheasant was peering through the patio doors into the 
kitchen. 

26th March There was almost continuous singing of Chiffchaffs the length 
of Wike Lane to Coughton. 

4th April Matt and Lizzie saw a Little Egret in a meadow behind Coughton 
Court. 

7th April Several Goldfinches were ignoring the seed feeders and exploring 
the patio walling and the vegetable garden instead. Our neighbour Ann 
noticed “absolutely loads” of Peacock butterflies in the field behind us. 

8th April We heard a Whitethroat singing near the village green. The first 
Orange Tip butterfly was feeding on aubretia in our garden. Subsequently 
they have become regular visitors. 

10th April We heard our first Willow Warbler singing in Wike Lane/
Sambourne Lane. Friends reported a Red Kite flying over Pebworth. Phil 
saw four Red-legged Partridges in his Middletown Lane field, and heard 
Skylarks singing. 

11th April We’ve noticed Blackbirds gathering food in our back lawn. We 
now know that they have young in a nest in our neighbour’s hedge. 

15th April Heather from Middletown Lane heard a Cuckoo call this morning 
– the first report that I’ve received.  

Nature jottings from Perrymill Lane March to June 

Contd... 



Nature jottings Contd.. 

Phil J 01527 892043 (12th May) 

I can think of nothing that is such an important symbol of springtime 
to everyone and acts as such a landmark in the year other than the 
call of a Cuckoo. On April 15th Heather was the first person to report 
having heard one. She was soon followed by Peter, Nick, Julie, Tracy 
and Paul. Today Sandra told me she heard one calling on April 16th 
and, soon after, she saw one on the telephone line in front of her 
Sambourne Lane house. We didn’t manage to hear one until May 2nd, 
but have several times heard the call since then. 

The recent spells of warm, calm weather have brought out more 
butterfly species and seems to have stimulated even more bird song. 

16th April. Our early morning walk to Astwood Bank and back across 
the fields paid dividends. We paused to listen to a Skylark singing and 
noticed a different bird on the ground. This proved to be a male 
Wheatear, which proceeded to give us great views. This is a summer 
visitor more generally associated with moorland and cliff-tops, so 
presumably it had stopped off to refuel on its way to its breeding 
territory. We then saw our first couple of Swallows this spring and 
watched a Skylark performing its song flight. 
 
We noticed a lot of bee-like insects with furry bodies and long 
proboscis feeding on flowers in our garden. These have subsequently 
been identified as Bee-flies. 

17th April. Wild garlic in flower in Wike Lane and Bluebells in the wood 
are now a picture. 

22nd April. We found small, dark droppings in the garden which we 
suspected of being from a Hedgehog. A few days later our neighbour 
Ann saw one in our drive around 9:30pm to confirm our suspicions. 

23rd April. Julie reported having heard a Cuckoo from the bottom of 
Perrymill Lane and suspects that a Treecreeper is nesting in our 
neighbour’s oak tree. 

30th April. In Wike Lane near the village green we heard the song then 
saw a Whitethroat. Since then we’ve heard and seen them almost daily 
along with Blackcaps, Chiffchaffs and, less frequently, Garden 
Warblers. 

3rd May. A Nuthatch was hunting for insects in the wall around our 
patio. Phil B. saw foxes and a Barn Owl off Middletown Lane. 

4th May. I saw a Holly Blue butterfly in our garden. A couple of days 
later we noticed another settled on pyracantha flowers.  

9th May. As we walked along the bridleway through the woods off Wike 
Lane a Red Kite soared overhead. A Willow Warbler added its voice to 
the chorus of bird song. Speckled Wood butterflies are now commonly 
seen on this walk. 

12th May. A flock of Swallows was actively feeding over a field beside 
Wike Lane.  





 

 

COUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Our meetings are now being held virtually on Zoom & 
information can be found on our website. 

The Parish Assembly will take place as soon as we are able to do 
so safely. 

We have a new website that includes the following information 
and more: 

Councillors Info, Meeting Dates, Agendas, Minutes, Events, 
News & Information and a Planning Tracker. 

Please sign up for email alerts at 
www.coughtonparishcouncil.co.uk 

For PC information, please contact our Clerk: 

Kerry Finlayson coughtonclerk@gmail.com 

http://www.coughtonparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:coughtonclerk@gmail.com


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



  

  

  

  


