
AUGUST 2020 

COUGHTON with SAMBOURNE PARISH NEWS 



RECTOR of ALCESTER MINSTER: Vacancy.    Please contact the Administrator 

              (wef: 10th August 2020)  

t: 01789 764261     rector@alcesterminster.org 

Administrator 

Tricia Berry t: 01789 509278  m: 07840 284 294 

(Monday - Friday 10.00 am - 1.30 pm)  

Alcester Minster Office, Church House, 17 Butter Street, Alcester, B49 5AL (opening 

hours 10.30 - 12.30 Monday - Friday) 

administrator@alcesterminster.org 
 

Reader 

Mrs P Newbold   t: 01527 458852   the_newbolds@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

COUGHTON WITH SAMBOURNE CHURCH OFFICERS 
 

PCC Secretary 

Mrs Sue Swinbourne   t: 01527 457357   sueswinbourne@virginmedia.com 
 

Treasurer 

John McTavish, Knockmore, Sambourne Lane, Coughton, Warks B49 5HS 

t: 01789 764703 
 

Coughton Flowers Co-ordinator 

Mrs P Sreeves, 41 Coughton Hill, Coughton, Warks.  B49 5HX 

t: 01789 762378   pmsreeves@aol.com 

Please contact if wishing to make own flower arrangements for baptisms, weddings 

and funerals.  
 

Sambourne Church Booking Agent 

Debbie Lanz, t: 07711 834716    debs.doo@gmail.com 
 

Family and Children Worker 

Beth Clarke  t: 07494 329638   beth.clarke@covLEC.org 

GIFT AID 

Whenever possible, please gift aid any donations made to our churches.  Chari-

table causes can reclaim an extra 25p in the £1 from the government on dona-

tions made under the Gift Aid Scheme.  The giver must have paid a tax amount 

that at least equals the tax being reclaimed on the donation.  Please contact the 

treasurer. 

Whilst the Editor welcomes material for publication in “The Link”, they do not 

guarantee that items submitted will be included or will appear in a particular 

issue.  The Editor reserves the right to edit or shorten items used.  Publication 

is in good faith and does not imply accuracy of content or agreement with views 

expressed 

This Parish newsletter is delivered free of charge by volunteers. 

Contributions towards the cost of production are very welcome. 

Items of news for “The Link” by the FOURTEENTH of the month to:  

Gail Smith gaildsmith@aol.com t: 07449 930480 



A Letter from Rev. Adrian Guthrie 

Adrian 

Dear Friends 

I have heard many people (including myself) say: ‘It was easier going 
into lockdown, than coming out!’  That said, it’s great that Sambourne 
Church is now open for private prayer for two hours on Saturdays and 
Wednesdays 10-12 noon.  We trust that you will find comfort from 
spending a few moments in the unchanging presence of God at this 
time of change and turmoil. 

We are also gearing up to hold a service of worship in Coughton 
Church at 10 am on 2 August as part of Minster Churches coming out 
of lockdown.  Needless to say that opening the churches for either 
private prayer or for public worship requires doing an extensive risk 
assessment and thinking through all our procedures to make sure 
everything is COVID secure.  So spaces for worshippers will be quite 
limited on 2 August in order to observe 2m social distancing, so you 
will need to register with Tricia Berry, the Alcester Minster 
Administrator, (administrator@alcesterminster.org 01789 763246) by 
noon on the Friday before the service you would like to attend.  ‘Book 
early to avoid disappointment!”  We will be continuing to offer an 
online service each week and resources for children and families which 
can be accessed from the Welcome page of alcesterminster.org. 
The other expression currently used a lot is ‘new normal’ when 
referring to how life will be in post-lockdown until a vaccine is found or 
COVD-19 is eradicated.  How you are feeling about the new normal 
prospect?  I am wondering if it is right to expect normal to remain the 
same anyway?  It seems to me that God is always working in the 
world and in our lives to renew us, and things.  Take the natural world 
for example – God ordained much of it to go through an annual cycle 
of renewal.  God offers human beings new life through faith in Jesus 
Christ, so that we can be forgiven for our mistakes, and have our 
relationship with God renewed, and have a fresh start to live in a new 
way.  In one of his letters, the Apostle Paul speaks of Christians being 
transformed from one degree of glory to another – the Christian life is 
a journey where God works in our lives to change us to become a little 
bit more like Jesus each day. And in the last book of the Bible, we 
read of God saying ‘I am making everything new.’ 

So it seems that the normal life God intends us to live involves 
change, but often in such small increments that we don’t notice that 
normal is changing!  However, the ‘new normal’ that we face at the 
moment is a rapid gear change that very obviously is different from 
what we formerly knew.  In these circumstances it is very good to 
anchor our lives to God who although being about renewal is 
changeless and unconditional in his love for us.  God is rock solid in 
his love for each of us.  Hannah, a women in the Bible who’d been 
through a difficult time, was able to say, ‘There is no one holy like the 
Lord; there is no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God.’  (1 
Samuel Chapter 2 verse2) 

With my prayers as we ease out of lockdown and get used to the ‘new 
normal’. 

about:blank


Did you know that you can now 'LIKE' Alcester Minster on facebook? 

Find details and pictures of events at  

www.facebook.com/AlcesterMinster  

Alcester Minster Church Services – August 2020 

 MINSTER EVENTS 

For the most up-to-date information on Minster Events please see the website 

calendar on the noticeboard page on the website – www.alcesterminster.org or 

check out the weekly notice sheets available in the churches 

  Prayer 

 The Ministry Leadership Team would 
like you to pray for the following topics: 

 

1 Pray for parents and children at the beginning of the school summer 
holidays after a very strange term, that they may have patience with 
each other and find imaginative and joyful ways to use their time 
together. 

2. Pray for Beth, our Children and Families worker, as she prepares 
activity packs to give away during the holiday time. Pray that God 
may bless this way of sharing his love and joy. 

 For information regarding Church Services, call Tricia Berry, the 
Alcester Minster Administrator,(administrator@alcesterminster.org 
01789 763246) by noon on the Friday before the service you 
would like to attend.  ‘Book early to avoid disappointment!’  The 
online service each week will still be offered and resources for 
children and families can be accessed from the Welcome page of 
alcesterminster.org. 

It is with great sadness that we record the passing of Molly Loach. Her 
funeral service was at Nuneaton Crematorium on 20th July, but the 
numbers of mourners were severely restricted, so her friends from the 
village were not able to go. If you would like to give a donation in 
memory of Molly, it will go to Sambourne Church, and Marjorie Feast at 
White Horses in Whitemoor Lane will be happy to receive it. 

http://www.facebook.com/AlcesterMinster
about:blank


Junior Link  







Nature jottings from Perrymill Lane July 

These past four weeks have been greatly enhanced by the 
emergence of several species of butterfly to attract our attention 
and go some way towards making up for the gradual reduction in 
bird song. 

14th June. As we walked a section of the Monarch’s Way footpath to 
the south of Botany Bay nursery a Fox crossed the meadow and 
headed for cover. 

15th June. We noticed three Skylarks together as we walked the 
footpath to Astwood Bank. On the Monarch’s Way we saw our first 
Small Skipper butterfly and later, in Coughton Park woods, spotted 
a White Admiral and a Silver-washed Fritillary. 

16th June. Chris reported a Broad-bodied Chaser 
dragonfly on his Middletown Lane garden pond. 

19th June. We spotted our first Ringlet butterfly in the 
woodland. 

20th June. A Ringlet and a Red Admiral visited flowers in our 
garden. 

21st June. Pete has had a Tawny Owl on his Middletown Lane 
garden fence each night for the past three weeks. 

22nd June. Marbled White butterflies have appeared in the meadow 
beside the Monarch’s Way and are particularly attracted to 
Knapweed flowers.  

23rd Jun. The meadow now holds large numbers of 
Meadow Browns and Marbled Whites. The bramble 
flowers in the woodland were attracting Ringlets, Silver-
washed Fritillaries, a Comma, a Red Admiral, and a 
Small Skipper. At least I think it was a Small Skipper, 

but the Biodiversity Manager from The Heart of England Forest 
informed me that she had seen an Essex Skipper and I don’t think I 
can tell the difference! We also spotted a male Banded Demoiselle 
damselfly. As we walked back up Sambourne Lane away from the 
Green Dragon, we saw a Red Kite swoop into the paddock beside 
“Thatchbrook” then emerge to circle low overhead, gradually 
drifting across the village green and towards Coughton. 

25th June. I stopped to photograph a couple of Burnet Moths 
feeding on Knapweed by the Monarch’s Way. It was only when I 
viewed the photographs at home on the computer that I realised 
they were two different species – a Five-spot Burnet and a Six-spot 
Burnet. 

26th June. We saw an Azure Damselfly on the Monarch’s Way and a 
Holly Blue butterfly soon after. Fritillaries and Marbled Whites were 
in the woodland. 

Contd.. 



Nature jottings Contd.. 

Phil J 01527 892043 (12th July) 

28th June. A couple of Linnets were perched on cables by the path 
to Astwood Bank. 

30th June. I found the remains of a deceased Large Emerald moth 
in Wike Lane. 

10th July. Phil noticed a Red Kite over Middletown 
Lane. 

11th July. More butterfly species are 
now visiting our garden including Small Tortoiseshells, 
a Peacock, and a Gatekeeper. 

In a previous edition of “Nature Jottings” I mentioned 
that a pair of Great Tits had chosen a traffic cone in 

Janet’s Wike Lane garden as a nest site. Access was through the 
small hole in the top. There having been a lot of people activity 
near the cone, Janet decided to check on their well-being. She 
gently raised the edge of the cone and five young birds shot out in 
a simultaneous fledging. Three weeks later young Great Tits are 
still around the garden so it would seem the story had a happy 
ending. 

Coughton & Sambourne 100 Club 
 

As we all emerge slowly from the Lock-down into a “new normal”, 
whatever that will be, the 100 Club moves into its 11th year from the 1st 
August. The Organisers wish to thank all our members for their continuing 
support especially during the lock-down when many of you have not been 
aware of the monthly winners as the Link was unable to be printed. 

To rectify this here are the results; 

March £100  Jo Gladstone, a former resident of Coughton  

April   £450  Shirley Shaw, a resident of Sambourne 

May    £100  Patricia Rogers, another resident of Sambourne 

June    £100  Richard Laband, a former resident of Sambourne  

July     £450  Malcolm Shaw, a resident of Coughton on the other side of 
the river 

With the closure of our churches for lock-down the draws were made live 
on Facebook by Peter Laband on the 1st Sunday each month at 12 noon, 
in the hope that some members were able to see it. 

The August draw for £100 will be made at the usual venue of St Peter`s 
Church on Sunday 2nd at 11.30am as services are slowly returning to all 
churches.        

The Organisers would still welcome new members and by joining you 
would not only be helping to maintain the churches in both Sambourne 
and Coughton but also have every chance of winning a cash prize each 
month. You should contact Peter Laband (01527 893879) or John 
McTavish (01789 764703) to be included in the monthly bit of fun.    





Pat’s ruminations – Sunday 19th July 

A very funny thing happened to me this morning…. I was feeling a bit of 
the  

Covid blues, but put on our normal start to Sunday morning, Hereford 
and Worcester Radio at 8am. The service was from Gas Street Church in 
Birmingham and was in fact all very inspiring, reminding me of all the 
GOOD things God is and does, and the blues began to fade…. 

I was sitting looking out at the garden as I 
listened, and right in front of me was a pink tree 
lily in a pot on the patio, which yesterday was 4 
very definite buds. I suddenly became aware that 
as I was watching – and listening – and the sun 
was getting warmer, the shape was beginning to 
change. The finale of the service was a sound 
recording of The UK Churches Blessing (If you 
haven’t come across it on You Tube, millions have, 
so don’t miss it!) and as I listened and let God’s 
blessing flow over me - continuing to look in the 
garden -  2 side lily buds began to branch out like 
arms and a bud in the centre opened up into a 
magnificent flower. Incredible, if I didn’t know 
God! 

It was a beautiful, amazing, crazy, almost indescribable gift, an 
illustration of God’s love for me in Jesus! My Covid blues disappeared in 
a pink haze. I hope to have sent the photo…. 

Sit awhile and look at the flowers in your garden – are they a big, ‘I love 
you’ from God? I shall pray that they are! Let me know! 

That reminds me: in these strange times, have you found services on 
radio or on line? Perhaps it is not something you would normally do, but 
its all a bit different. 

The 8am service on Radio Hereford and Worcester is usually excellent, a 
great variety of music and informal chat and prayers – it finishes at 
8.30. There is also one at 8.10am to 8.50am on BBC4, which is usually 
good, just a bit more formal. 

Of course you can go to the Alcester Minster website or Facebook and 
watch the screened service any time on Sunday or during the following 
week ; in fact I think they stay on there for several weeks. 

Do pop in to Sambourne Church for quiet prayer, Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, 10am til 12noon, and come if you would like to the first 
service at St Peter’s Coughton at 10am on 2nd August. It will be socially 
distancing and without singing, but be lovely to see you.. (Phone Tricia 
to book) Any help with cleaning up Coughton Church would be gratefully 
received!!! 

God bless you and keep you safe, 

Pat Newbold 

PS. Do phone me if you need to chat 01527 458852. 



 

 

COUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Our meetings are now being held virtually on Zoom & 
information can be found on our website. 

The Parish Assembly will take place as soon as we are able to do 
so safely. 

We have a new website that includes the following information 
and more: 

Councillors Info, Meeting Dates, Agendas, Minutes, Events, 
News & Information and a Planning Tracker. 

Please sign up for email alerts at 
www.coughtonparishcouncil.co.uk 

For PC information, please contact our Clerk: 

Kerry Finlayson coughtonclerk@gmail.com 

http://www.coughtonparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:coughtonclerk@gmail.com


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



  

  

  

  


